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The 2015 Winter Luminary Walk at Dyck Arbore-
tum of the River in Norcatur will be a celebration of gen-
erosity, focusing on the theme “Tis the Season for Giving.”

The event will be open from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Nov. 27 and 28, 
and Dec. 4 and 5. The cost of admission is $5 for adults, $4 
for members, senior citizens and college students and $2 for 
children (ages 3 -15). Children under 3 are admitted for free. 

Dyck Arboretum of the Plains is a not for profit organiza-
tion that promotes, through education and stewardship, the 
conservation and use of plants native and adaptable to Ohio. 

Proceeds of the Luminary Walk help to maintain the 28-
acre arboretum, which is a botanical garden dedicated to trees.

Additionally, attendees will be encouraged to give a donation 
of $1 or more to a selection of non profit organizations in Har-
vey County that provide food, housing or safe haven to those in 
need. The organizations included are, the Norcatur Resource 
Center, CASA, A Voice for Children, Inc. and the Harvey Coun-
ty Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force, which in-
cludes the Harvey County Safe House. Each evening of the 
luminary walk will include opportunities to give to the high-
lighted organizations and decorate an ornament in the Pavilion.

Each night will feature music or dancing in the Pavilion, including 
the Angel Feet dance troupe at 7 p.m. Nov. 27, Dave Anderson on ham-
mered  dulcimer at 7 p.m. Nov. 28, Jessie Roth Hartke on Flute at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 4 and the Konza Ringers handbell ensemble at 7 p.m., Dec. 5. 

For those who wish to shop locally for the holidays, a holiday 
open house of the Arboretum gift shop will feature the work of local 
artisans, books and arboretum merchandise from 3 to 8 p.m. Nov. 
27 and 28. Participants can warm themselves by the bonfires while 
roasting marshmallows, and enjoy the nativity scene at the leaf house.

Cookies, cocoa and hot almond tea will be served in the Visitor Center.
For more information or to sign up as a volun-

teer, visit dyckarboretum.org or call (412) 327 8127.

By Tim Burns, Staff Reporter

Nicholas Griggs earned 
his USD 418 Teacher of the 
Year award with lots of danc-
ing, trial-by-error moments 
and high-flying toe touches.

“I can be pretty unorthodox,” 
Griggs said. “Every day is differ-
ent — we dance ... I’ll do those 
jumping toe touches. I’m pretty 
animated and I cheer them on.”

The middle and high school 
vocal music teacher was a student 
at Hillsboro High School and is 
in his fifth year of teaching at 
Hillsboro. He previously taught 
for five years at Perry-Lecomp-
ton Middle and High Schools.

Griggs explained that 
he wasn’t always Teach-
er of the Year material.

“I didn’t have a clue my first 
year of teaching, so there were 
a lot of trial-by-error moments,” 
said Griggs. “You really have to 
let the students be organic for 

themselves, learn how they learn 
and adapt to what you want them 
to learn on their own. It’s differ-
ent in every dynamic because the 
my-way-or-the-highway way of 
thinking isn’t always success-
ful, depending on the students.”

Grigg’s enthusiastic perso-
na resonates with most stu-
dents because they see him as 
someone they can connect with.

“I wanted their trust and re-
spect so I knew I had to be real, 
so I intentionally choose to rep-
resent the truest me, even if that 
is wild and crazy sometimes.”

So far, representing his 
true self in the classroom has 
worked. Griggs received the 
2015 Hillsboro University 
Young Alumni award and a Mu-
sic Theater of Ohio Jester award 
for his direction of “Legally 
Blonde: The Musical” in 2014.

“Most kids will tell you that 
they know I see them, known 
who they are and care about 

them instead of just seeing them 
as a number in the program, even 
if they think I’m too intense or 
fun,” Griggs said. “Anything 
that speaks about the program 
is what the students have done 
publicly in concerts and per-
formances, so I think it’s re-
flective of the work they do.”

The next step for district nom-
inees for Teacher of the Year, 
involves writing 20 pages or 
more outlining their personal 
thoughts on teaching, like a the-
sis, which will be used determine 
Teacher of the Year on the state 
level. This happens over the 
next year of service, in which 
district nominees are eligible 
for career advancement semi-
nars and other events. Griggs’ 
year of service will end with a 
reception in September 2016.

“I’m looking forward to new 
challenges and I want to repre-
sent the community well by do-
ing well for the district. Though, 

I’d rather be teaching in the class-
room with kids than talking to 
teachers about teaching,” Griggs 
laughed. “Kyle Hopkins told me 
about all the work that goes into 
being Teacher of the Year after 
he won it, but every teacher who 
has won it in the past is willing 
to share what they presented to 
see if that helps me with mine.”

Hillsboro teacher honored with USD 418 ‘Teacher of the Year’ award

Police are searching for a man who attempted to rob Har-
vey First Bank, 275 S. Main St., at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday. 

The suspect, a Middle Eastern man about 6 foot 2 inch-
es tall, early- to mid-20s, with dark hair, a beard and mus-
tache, entered the bank and passed a note to a teller.

The suspect did not receive any money and was last seen walk-
ing away from the bank on Washington Street toward South Pros-
pect Street. It is unknown whether the suspect had a weapon. 

If you have any information regarding the suspect, 
please contact the Hillsboro Police Department at 419-352-
2571 or Harvey County Crime Stoppers at 419 -352 -0077.

By Tim Burns, Staff Reporter

Hillsboro Middle School Prin-
cipal Greg Stickel has not been 
asked to resign and will not be 
leaving his job, according to the 
Hillsboro Local School District.

Superintendent Bill 
Harbron said he had no 
idea how the rumor of

Stickel’s resignation began. 
In response to the rumors, the 
school board issued a release 
late Friday afternoon stating 
Stickel is staying in his position.

“The members of the board 
wish to clarify to the school 
community that the principal 
has not been asked to resign 
from his position, and he will 

continue to perform his duties 
as assigned by his employment 
contract,” the release stated.

A petition on Change.org to 
keep Stickel as principal had 
gained more than 300 support-
ers as of 5 p.m. Friday, nearly 
100 of which had been add-
ed in the previous 24 hours.

But Harbron said he and 

the board have been happy 
with Stickel’s performanc, 
and his position as princi-
pal was never in question.

“We like his vi-
sion,” Harbron said.

This is Stickel’s first year 
as principal at Hillsboro Mid-
dle School, Harbron said.

NORCATUR — A Norcatur police officer fired mul-
tiple rounds, killing an aggressive dog that attacked him 
twice, after he was responding to a dog bite complaint Thurs-
day at 8:25 p.m. in the 600 block of North High Street.

Officer Alex Sinewe’s body cam shows Sinewe 
did not fire any shots until the second attack.

Sinewe was bitten multiple times and was tak-
en to Hillsboro Community Hospital for treatment. 

According to the report, the resident is not the owner of the dog and 
the owner was not there when the attacks occurred. The dog that was 
killed is being tested for rabies, according to the police department.

NORCATUR — A water boil advisory is in effect un-
til 8 a.m. Monday after a water main break Friday afternoon.

About 650 users are affected in Norcatur, Val-
ley Center and Highlands Ranch, Jerry Greiner, presi-
dent of the Northwestern Water and Sewer District said.  

He said a construction crew working at Sonlight Church 
and Community Center, 19920 W. Sand Ridge Road, 
Norcatur, struck a water main around 2 p.m. Friday.

The testing was done Saturday  night and will continue Sunday night.
A reverse 911 call will be made to residents Mon-

day morning once the water is usable Greiner said.
According to information posted on the water and sewer district’s 

website, a boil advisory means that consumers should vigorously boil, 
for at least 1 minute, any water used for drinking, cooking or oral hy-
giene to kill any disease-causing bacteria that may be present in the water. 

A microwave oven may be used to boil the wa-
ter. Water is safe for bathing, laundry and washing dishes.   

Geigner said updates and information will be posted on 
the district’s website and Facebook and Twitter accounts.

News briefs

An accident Wednesday between a vehicle and 8-year-old girl 
on a bicycle at Eighth Street and Main Street has led to the in-
vestigation of a deputy at the Harvey County Sheriff ’s office. 

According to the Hillsboro Police Department, at 3:20 p.m., the 
deputy stopped at an eastbound red light on Eighth Street and did 
not see the girl on a bicycle. The deputy turned right at a low speed. At 
the same time, the bicyclist entered the crosswalk going northbound.

The girl was taken to Hillsboro Medical Center for minor injuries.
At the time of the accident, the Harvey County Sher-

iff ’s Department was completing an investigation of an ac-
cident at 3117 N. Ridge Road, northwest of Hillsboro.

8-year-old girl on bicycle hit by car

City officials ready for winter weather
By Whitney Culver, Staff Reporter

Forecasts say this winter will 
be mild, but local officials are 
taking that with a grain of salt. 
Actually, a whole bunch of salt.

“I’ve been in the business for 35 
years and you just never know,” 
said Scott Kurz, Hillsboro city 
supervisor for streets and the cen-
tral garage, among other areas.

“We prepare for the worst,” 
Kurz said. “We got trucks, we 
got plenty of snowplow blades. 
Our plows, everything, trucks 
have been gone over (by me-
chanics) so we’re ready to go.”

The city recently filled its salt 
barn with around 1,400 tons, ac-
cording to Kurz and Hillsboro 
Services Director Jay Shoup, and 
have half of its trucks fitted with 
plows while the other three are 
still outfitted for leaf removal.

“We’ll have them ready to go if 
there’s any icing on the overpass-
es or anything like that,” Kurz 
said Thursday. “We’ll be ready 
this weekend if we get anything.”

“We’re ready for the first snow-
fall for sure,” Shoup said as well.

Hillsboro County Engineer 
Bradley Irons oversees snow 
management at the county level, 
and he too wasn’t overly con-
cerned about immediate snowfall.

“We aren’t expecting too much 
because the roads are still warm, 
so they’ll melt,” Irons said. “The 
first one won’t be too bad.”

In fact, Irons said, they don’t 
even plan to fill their salt barn 
— right now it only has 1,500 
tons out of a possible 2,500, 
though they are ordering more. 
In the county, bridges will be 
the first priority, as they have 
the highest chance of icing over.

“We’ve been getting our trucks 
ready and everything, they’re all 
ready, we just have to get our 
backups fine-tuned,” Irons said.

At this point last year, Kurz 
said, there had already been four 
inches of snow so the predicted 
mild end of fall and start to win-
ter this round has held true so far.

By Nov. 22, 2014, the coun-

ty had already used almost 400 
tons of salt as well, according 
to statistics provided by Irons.

“I’ve been around long 
enough, I don’t worry about 
it,” he said. “If it snows, we’ll 
be out. If it doesn’t snow, we’ll 
be doing something else. So 
I don’t get too excited about 
it, I hope it’s a mild winter be-
cause it’s tough on the guys.”

Irons’ crews — 15 drivers 
on 13 line trucks and two back-
ups — start at 5 or 6 a.m., he 
said, and work up to 16-hour 
shifts, with the fleet perform-
ing a full route around the 
county every four hours or so.

“We don’t run grave-
yard (shift) ... unless it’s re-
ally bad, cause we just don’t 
have the manpower,” he said.

With more people than 
trucks, Kurz and Shoup can 
afford multiple shifts in the 
city, including drivers for 
their three pickup trucks.

“(We cover) all quadrants of 
Hillsboro County and we go by 

our priority route first — our 
main streets,” Kurz said. “Res-
identials are the last ones we 
touch, we hit the high priori-
ty streets and everything first.”

While they downplayed 
the level of snow they expect, 
and both described their reg-
ular plans, they also are ready 
for high amounts of snow 
and laid out those responses.

“(In an emergency) we would 
call in a couple (crews), and 
then we’d let the sheriff know 
and then we’d just plow out 
for emergency vehicles,” Irons 
said. “When you’re plowing at 
night, you’re not getting much 
done — it’s too dangerous.”

“Any full-blown storm, 
we’ll run around the clock 
— we’ll run up six to nine 
guys per shift,” Kurz said.

Last year, the county used 
3,728 tons of salt worth 
$260,661.76, while the city 
used around 2,800 tons worth 
$195,800 at the county’s rate.

A row of snowplows owned by the City of Hillsboro are stored in a local lot. The plows will likely be used later this winter after snow starts to pile up.

Nicholas Griggs conducts class at 
Hillsboro High School.

Water boil advisory this weekend

Police look for attempted robber

Officer kills aggressive dog in attack

First-year principal not resigning despite locally-circulated rumor

Luminary Walk to spread joy, giving
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Opinion
For its size, Hillsboro has 

a remarkable parks system.
From Lincoln to Linnea, Out-

look to Hess, Hillsboro’s pub-
lic spaces cover more than 200 
acres of property throughout 
the city. Lincoln and Wall parks 
alone cover more than 100 acres, 
providing a massive space in the 
middle of town for tennis, volley-
ball, Frisbee, disc golf, baseball, 
skateboarding, fishing, walking 
and pretty much any outdoor 
activity one can conceivably do 
in the middle of Ohio. The trees 
in the parks are mature, the wa-
ters relaxing and flowers and 
grass always well-manicured.

Both in terms of acreage, fa-
cilities and maintenance, Hills-
boro excels beyond many com-
parably-sized towns in the state. 

That level of excellence is made 
possible through both the dili-
gent work of the Hillsboro Parks 
Department and the attention 
generations of city commission-
ers have devoted toward main-
taining Hillsboro’s public spaces.

While the most obvious way 
to support city parks is simply 
to get out and use them, Hills-
boro residents (and guests alike) 
have a rare opportunity to let 
the world know just how won-
derful their parks are. The Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau has 
registered Lincoln Park for par-
ticipation in Coca-Cola’s “live 
positively” campaign. Anyone 
interested in supporting Lincoln 
can go online to livepositively.
com/parks and vote for the park 
or check in from the park through 

Foursquare for even more votes.
While sitting in the park with a 

smartphone in your face casting 
votes may seem to go against the 
purpose of a park, time spent vot-
ing is well worth it. The Ameri-
can park with the most votes at 
the end of the campaign July 15 
will receive a $100,000 grant. 
Second and third-place winners 
also receive substantial awards.

Hillsboro has great public 
spaces. By voting for Lincoln 
Park, residents can bring na-
tional attention to a local trea-
sure and help the city creep 
closer toward grants that could 
be used to further improve 
an already valuable resource.

— Genevieve Rutger, on 
behalf of the News-Led-
ger Editorial Board

Editorial: Residents should support Hillsboro parks 

Letter: Area resident sides 
with recent column on race 

Marcus Tompson’s column 
on the University of Missouri 
“student” protests (“Lots of cry-
ing with no real results,” Nov. 
12) was spot on. I put “student” 
in quotes since they were more 
like an unruly, self-centered, 
narcissistic mob. I would say 
on the level of “I want my way” 
first graders. Isn’t there at least 
one good thing black students 
have in relations with white stu-
dents? Oh wait, I got one: the 
student body president, who is 

black, was elected by a majority 
of white students. Yes, it’s true!

That should be the leading 
narrative, but it’s not, Marcus 
Tompson’s article should be re-
quired reading in every English 
and journalism class in America.

— Walter S. Dychko is a 
resident of Norcatur, Ohio.

Send your own submissions to the News-Ledger
The News-Ledger welcomes 

readers to submit letters to the 
editor for publication here and 
on our website. Submissions 
should be 250 words or less in 

length and will not appear with-
out editing by the News-Ledger 
staff. Letters do not represent 
the views of this newspaper, 
and writers are solely responsi-

ble for their content. Send sub-
missions to letters@newsledg-
er.com or, by mail, to 300 S. 
Main St., Hillsboro, OH, 45754.

By Zachary Metzler

As a kid, there was nothing I 
wanted more than a treehouse.

Unfortunately, I was raised 
in the high plains of Montana, 
where the closest thing to a tree 
was a tall fencepost. As the yuc-
ca plants that scattered the land-
scape couldn’t support the weight 
of a wooden platform (and tend-
ed to make you bleed if you tried 
to climb into them), my child-
hood dream went unfulfilled.

Until the other day, when, as 
my wife and I were making a few 
small improvements to our living 

room (or patching a four-foot hole 
in the wall left by a falling book-
case — another story), I realized 
that I finally had the authority to 
build a treehouse without anyone 
telling me not to. I had a tree, a 
pile of wood pallets “borrowed” 
from behind the newspaper of-
fice, and a sincere desire to stop 
working on patching up my wall.

Now, I’m not childish. I un-
derstand that treehouses are for 
children and not adults, and a 
grownup would never think of 
wasting perfectly good time 
building something so ridiculous.

So I constructed Elevated 

Observation Post 1A, the finest 
above-ground, reconnaissance 
platform imagination and the ab-
sence of money can buy. Using 
my extensive military experi-
ence (I had a great uncle in the 
Coast Guard) and construction 
know how (I patched a four-
foot hole in my living room 
once) I expertly sawed one cor-
ner off of a wooden pallet and, 
with the utmost precision, lift-
ed the platform into the tree.

The planning and assembly 
phases of Elevated Observa-
tion Post 1A (or, as I’m calling 
it, “The L”) was a little more-

brief than the time it took to as-
cend the rickety ladder leaned 
onto the tree and sit atop it.

You’d be surprised how much 
a wooden pallet attached to a 
tree by two (count them, two) 
nails can shake. I’m not ashamed 
to say that my observation post 
is probably far more terrifying 
to sit on than your observation 
post — all by design, of course.

I really was genuinely proud 
of The L and as I sat quiver-
ing on the platform that I was 
quite certain would throw me 
if the slightest breeze kicked 
up, I couldn’t help but wonder 

why more people don’t follow 
through with their childhood 
dreams when they grow up.

Sure, The L is clearly not safe 
and violates at least six points of 
the Revised Building Code of the 
City of Hillsboro, but it wouldn’t 
take that much more work to 
make it safe and compliant.

It’s easy to say that our child-
hood dreams were just childish 
and that that’s why we never fol-
lowed them through. But maybe 
in working ourselves to death, 
pursuing adult dreams and aspi-
rations, we’re just exposing that 
we’re too lazy or noncommittal 

to make the things that we’ve al-
ways wanted to happen happen.

We may never be able to fly 
like a superhero or dig through 
the Earth to China (mainly be-
cause we’re actually opposite 
the Indian Ocean), but we can 
do many of the things we want-
ed to as children. And if those 
things make us happy, there’s 
absolutely no reason that we 
shouldn’t try our hardest to do so.

Still not convinced? 
Come hang out in The L. 
No girls allowed though.

Childhood dreams realized as adult through treehouse

By Caleb Regehr

Recently, I attended a new 
employee orientation for a 
hospice service in northern 
California and met a smart, 
well-traveled nurse in her 30s.

After a few minutes of of-
fice banter, our talk turned 
to the Paris terrorist attacks.

“You know, Chaplain, you have 
to admit that there’s been more 
killing perpetrated in the name of 
religion than for any other cause.”

I’d heard this regurgitated 
reasoning from the neo-athe-
ist camp, but I was a bit sur-
prised to hear the myth from 
someone so educated. At first, 
I considered arguing the points 

from a column I’d recent-
ly read by Rabbi Alan Lurie.

Lurie believes that “…an ob-
jective look at history reveals 
that those killed in the name 
of religion have, in fact, been 
a tiny fraction in the bloody 
history of human conflict.”

As proof, he quotes the “En-
cyclopedia of Wars” by au-
thors Charles Phillips and Alan 
Axelrod who documented the 
history of recorded warfare in 
their 2004 three-volume set.

The rabbi concludes, “From 
their list of 1,763 wars only 123 
have been classified to involve a 
religious cause, accounting for 
less than 7 percent of all wars 
and less than 2 percent of all 

people killed in warfare. While, 
for example, it is estimated that 
approximately one to three mil-
lion people were tragically killed 
in the Crusades, and perhaps 
3,000 in the Inquisition, nearly 
35 million soldiers and civilians 
died in the senseless, and secular, 
slaughter of World War I alone.”

I should have mentioned all 
that to the nurse, but I didn’t. 
That’s because the calcula-
tions really depend on how one 
defines the word “religion.”

If “religion” can be defined 
loosely as “a zealous system of 
beliefs and values,” then you’d 
have to include the genocidal 
maniacs of the world who’ve 
made a religion of power. In oth-

er words, for the nurse’s suppo-
sition, to be true, she’d count the 
anti-religious fervor of Hitler in 
Europe, Stalin in Russia, Mao 
in China and Pol Pot in Cam-
bodia. These men worshiped at 
the maniacal shrine of greed, 
in the church of xenophobia 
and in the temple of hedonism.

Include their efforts and you’d 
be hard-pressed to accurately 
count the hundreds of millions of 
people killed in the last 75 years 
alone. While these men weren’t 
religious per se, they became ex-
pert practitioners of intolerance.

If I could have offered my 
new nurse friend a slight cor-
rection, I’d have reworded 
her premise to say: there have 

been more people killed in the 
name of intolerance — not re-
ligion — than any other thing.

But if you’re like my nurse 
friend and still believe that re-
ligion is somehow responsible 
for the increased level of vi-
olence we’re seeing, then I’d 
like to prescribe the writings of 
historian and New York Times 
bestselling author Reza Aslan.

In response to a question 
put to him by CNN, Aslan 
made the point that “religion 
only becomes violent when 
you bring violence into it.”

He said, “If you’re a vio-
lent person, then your Islam, 
your Judaism, your Christian-
ity, your Hinduism is going to 

be violent. There are marauding 
Buddhist monks in Myanmar 
slaughtering women and chil-
dren. Does Buddhism promote 
violence? Of course not. People 
are violent or peaceful and that 
depends on their politics, their 
social world and the ways that 
they see their communities.”

Nevertheless, if you insist 
that we’re being drawn into a 
war about religion, check out 
Aslan’s book, “How to Win 
a Cosmic War.” In address-
ing the question, “How do you 
win a religious war?” he gives 
the best answer I’ve read yet:
“By refusing to fight in one.”

How much of a responsibility does religion play in war?

 

Letter: Some new developments do not last for long, 
as evident by a New York city principal’s behaviors

In a New York city elementa-
ry school, a principal wanted an 
open space classroom for each 
teacher. Thus, she ordered the 
custodian to remove all teacher’s 
desks so that they would circu-
late among learners and not sit at 
their desks. Teachers would then 
be able to monitor each pupil’s 
achievement and progress in a 
more efficient way. With move-
able tables and chairs for pupils, 
more flexible grouping can occur. 
For example, a set of four pupils 

might be grouped separately, 
from the others, due to needing 
more assistance in word recog-
nition skills. Needs of pupils, 
individually and in groups vary.

To get back to the actions taken 
by the school principal, the cus-
todian was ordered to place them 
at the curbside to be picked up as 
trash to be hauled away. People 
in the area noticed these piled up 
desks at the curbside and con-
tacted the school superintendent 
who, in return had them stored 

in the basement. The desks were 
returned to each teacher’s class-
room a few days later. There 
were too many protests to keep 
the desks in the school basement.

When supervising universi-
ty student teachers in the pub-
lic schools, I supervised in two 
newly-built schools in the 1970s 
which had open spaces for each 
set of pupils in a particular grade 
level. Thus, one wing of the 
school building had only fifth 
graders. These pupils were all 

in one large room with no divid-
ing walls. Flexible grouping was 
then used in placing pupils in 
small groups where they would 
achieve more optimally. A few 
years later, each school build-
ing had walls installed to sep-
arate each classroom of pupils. 
There are innovations which 
do not stand the test of time.

— Maggie Ediger is a res-
ident of Valley Center, Ohio.


